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Only God knows
Another year comes to an end. For
some, it was a year of great success and
great joys. For others, it was a year of
tremendous hardship and sorrow. The
end of the year gives us a chance to
reflect in thankfulness on the blessings
that God has given us, but also to reflect
on our sins and failures, and God’s great
and abundant mercy toward us.
We also now look forward to a new year.
With each new year, there is a sense
of anticipation, but perhaps also fear.
What will the new year hold for me?
What challenges and triumphs will I
have this year?
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Every year, the answer to those questions is the same: Only
God knows. Will my business be profitable this year? Only
God knows. Will my kids do well in school? Only God
knows. Will my health be good this year? Only God knows.
Only God knows what 2020 will hold for you. For some of
us, it will be a year of tremendous joys. For others, it will
be a year of painful crosses. For many of us, it will probably
be many of both. For some of us, this may be our final year
before we meet our Lord face to face in heaven. What will
2020 hold for the LWML, for the South Dakota District, or
for your society and zone? Only God knows. We simply don’t
know what the future will be. Only God knows.
But we do know that God holds the future for us. Whatever
crosses and trials you may face this year, you will not face
them alone. Our gracious Savior will be with you this year. In
fact, St. Paul shares these amazing words of comfort and joy:
“And we know that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose.”
— Rom. 8:28

Because you are in Christ Jesus, called according to His purpose in Baptism and made a new creation in Him, you love
Him. God promises that He will work everything in your life
for your ultimate blessing and good in Jesus.
So whatever 2020 may hold for you, your family or the
LWML, know that God will work all of these things together
for your good. He will be with you to comfort and strengthen
and guide you all throughout this year.
Rejoicing with you in a new year of God’s grace,
Pastor Grimmer

Heart to Heart Sisters
What is the purpose?
The Heart to Heart Sisters (H2H)
district program is an intentional
effort to welcome and encourage
multicultural women to participate in the life and work of the
LWML.
Why is H2H a separate district
program?
Because women connected with
LCMS multicultural ministries
are often new to the LCMS. Along
with possible language barriers,
Kay Nelson
this isolates women from the rest
Heart to Heart District
of the church body and organizaLeader
tions such as LWML. Connecting
with them requires an ongoing intentional effort.
Is the H2H program designed to enhance our evangelism efforts
among multicultural communities?
Not exactly. The H2H Sisters program is designed to connect,
engage, invite and mentor multicultural women leaders who
are already in LCMS multicultural congregations. As we
support and strengthen them, they will be better equipped to
evangelize multicultural communities in their areas.
Must multicultural women leaders, identified for the H2H Sisters
program, speak English?
They should have a working knowledge of English or work
through a translator. They will be able to bridge the gap between the LWML and their congregations. It is my personal
experience that some of the women speak English well and
can share information about the LWML with the women of
their congregation.
May a multicultural lady belong to an existing LWML group?
Yes, of course! It would be great to be included into an existing LWML circle.
There is a need in today’s society to reach out to others with
understanding and a helpful heart. The mission statement of
the LWML states that we assist women in affirming her relationship with God, so that she can use her gifts in ministry to
the people of the world.
What we are saying is LWML women are impacting the
world for Jesus Christ. We
are making a difference!
Reach out, take that first
step to recognizing the
multicultural women of
the LCMS, then embrace
her culture and support her
in learning about how wonderful the LWML is. Learn about
her talents and let her know
how she can enrich our
district LWML.
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